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Coercion

1) The gemara tells us that a coerced sale is valid. However, a
coerced gift is not.

2) The Bais Yosef asks from the gemara in gitten that states that a
gift given to bride the murderer is a valid gift.

3) The bais Yosef distinguishes between when the actual act is
forced, than the gift is void, versus when the person is under
pressure and initiates a gift on his own.

4) This distinction also explains why the rambam rules that if one
buckles under pressure and commits one of the cardinal sins
instead of giving up their life they are not punished. While is a sick
person violates a cardinal sin to cure himself, he is punished.

5) This also explains why if a woman is raped she is permitted to her
husband while if a woman volunteers herself to save another she
becomes forbidden to her husband.

6) If one declares his duress before the transaction, the transaction
is void. However, this only applies when the actual sale was
forced. But if one was forced to raise money and sells a propertyA
to raise the funds, this is not a coercion on the actual sale and the
sale is valid.



