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Paying Workers on Time

1) There is both a positive commandment and negative commandment requiring the employer to
pay his workers on time. If the work is completed at the end of the day, the worker must be paid
sometime that night. If the work is completed over night, the worker must be paid sometime
the next day.

2) Workers paid weekly or monthly must be paid on time, upon the completion of the work, as
stated above.

3) Once the appointed time passes, the avaira was committed and there is just a rabbinic
obligation to pay as soon as possible.

4) The commentaries analyze whether the mitzva is a monetary obligation, such as returning a lost
object, or whether it is issur v’heter, similar to the prohibition against charging interest.

5) The gemara brings a debate between Rav and Shmuel when the deadline for an hourly worker
applies. According to Rav, he must be paid by the end of the day, or the end of the night, while
according to Shmuel the hourly night worker may be paid the following day. The Rosh states
that we follow the opinion of Rav because this is an issue of ‘issur’. He then brings because we
rule according to Rav Yehuda.

6) It would seem that the first reason of the rosh is of the view that this is an issue of ‘Issur’.

7) There is a debate among the poskim if the mitzva applies to ‘less than a perutah’ seemingly it
would depend on this question.

8) The obligation only applies if the worker was hired directly, but not if the worker was hired
through an agent. The reason for this halacha could depend on the question cited above.

9) The Shach brings from the Sefer Hachasidim that one can stipulate before hiring that they don’t
want to be subject to the prohibition. This might depend on the question cited above.

10) Employers who only earn their money on the ‘market day’ are not obligated to pay upon the
completion of the work, until market day. Rashi says the prohibition is completely waived, while
the meiri writes that the prohibition is postponed until the market day, then the prohibitions
apply. This might depend upon the question cited above.

11) The employer is only in violation if he has money on hand and doesn’t pay on time. If he really
doesn’t have money, he is exempt. The sefer hachinuch writes that if he has what to sell, he is
obligated to do so, even at a minimal loss.

12) The sefer hachinuch cites the Rambam that the obligation even applies to a non-jew. This is not
brought in Shulchan aruch.

13) If the custom is not to pay until the next month, the poskim debate if this is considered like the
‘market day’ case.

14) There are those who say one should specifically pay after the work is completed in order to
fulfill the actual mitzva, others say that the objective of the mitzva is that he should be paid.

15) Rebbeim and teachers are subject to this mitzva, even thought the halacha considers the
payment to be a reimbursement.



